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Abstract
Models of prevention in the health care and public health sectors have been viewed as 
discrete, with public health focusing on primary prevention and health care offering 
secondary or tertiary prevention once a patient is ill. Researchers and policymakers are 
focusing on the social determinants of health - “the conditions in which people are born, 
grow, live, work and age.” - rather than just the health care system, to understand and 
address disparities. Since enforcement of laws and implementation of agency policies on 
behalf of vulnerable populations directly affect the health and well-being of a particular 
patient population, MLPs provide critical evidence about community-level health 
outcomes.
